466                              Sri Raghavendra

In every mysterious deed of Sri Raghavendra, there
will be some. hidden significance. At times, when the
completion of the task on hand gets delayed, the mental
anguish arising therefrom, will be indescribable. But in
the end, when the graceful eyes of Sri Gururaja are
turned towards us, all the sufferings that we were
subjected to earner, dissipate from our mind.

Sri Raghavendran's visit to Mantralaya after the
accomplishment of the holy task would certainly have
been quite a different experience from what he would
have felt, if he had gone there earlier. He would have
undoubtedly rejoiced at heart, 'Oh, Gururaja! Is it for this
you have enacted such a drama!'

The way Sri Gururaja extends his grace, is truly
marvellous " particularly when it is not for the purpose
longed for, but for a different one that is even more
gladdening in the end. And as he delays his mercy, it only
intensifies our perseverance and resolve, leading us to
that level of devotion where we start praying that we look
to him only as the saviour.

If. in the perception of the readers, this book has
come out well, it may not be apparent to them how much I
have vented my agonies before Sri Gururaja and for how
long I have prayed to him from the depths of my heart, for
removal of the obstacles in the way and the successful
completion of the work. I shall dwell upon this in a
detailed manner in Part III and present only a bird's eye
view here.

In 1981, I wanted to write and release only short
works on Sri Raghavendra. But, in the following year, I
started writing a brief life story of the saint. Every incident